
Exclusion & Return to School Protocol 
 

 Location of Event Testing Result Isolation/Quarantine 

Individual has 

COVID-19 symptoms 

but has NOT had 

close contact to a 

person diagnosed with 

COVID-19 

If at home: stay home, 

notify the school 

immediately (do not 

wait until the beginning 

of the next school day), 

and get tested. 

 
If at school: students 

should remain masked, 

adhere to strict physical 

distancing, be assessed 

by the school nurse, 

stay in the isolation 

room, until picked up to 

go home, consult a 

healthcare provider, 

and get tested. 

 
If at school: staff 

members should remain 

masked, adhere to strict 

physical distancing, 

immediately contact 

COVID Liaison, go 

home, consult a 

healthcare provider, 

and get tested. 

Individual tests 

negative 
Return to school once 

there are no symptoms 

for 24 hours (e.g. fever 

free for 24 hours, 

without fever reducing 

medications). 

Individual tests 

positive 
Remain home (except 

to get medical care), 

monitor symptoms, 

notify the school 

immediately, notify 

personal close contacts, 

school to notify the 

Local DPH, assist the 

local public health and 

the school in contact 

tracing efforts. 

 
Stay in self-isolation 

for at least 10 days 

since the onset of 

symptoms and until at 

least 24 hours have 

passed with no fever 

(without fever-reducing 

medications) and with 

improvement in other 

COVID-19 symptoms. 

Individual is not tested Stay in self-isolation 

for at least 10 days 

since the onset of 

symptoms and until at 

least 24 hours have 

passed with no fever 

(without fever-reducing 

medications) and with 

improvement in other 

symptoms. 

 
Can return to school 

earlier if obtains note 

from healthcare 

provider with alternate 

diagnosis. 



 
 
 

 
Event Location of Event Testing Result Isolation/Quarantine 

Individual has 

COVID-19 symptoms 

AND had close 

contact to a person 

diagnosed with 

COVID-19 

If at home: stay home, 

notify the school 

immediately (do not 

wait until the beginning 

of the next school day), 

and get tested. 

 
If at school: students 

should remain masked, 

adhere to strict physical 

distancing, be assessed 

by the school nurse, 

stay in the isolation 

room, until picked up to 

go home, consult a 

healthcare provider, 

and get tested. 

 
If at school: staff 

members should remain 

masked, adhere to strict 

physical distancing, 

immediately contact 

COVID Liaison, go 

home, consult a 

healthcare provider, 

and get tested. 

Individual tests 

negative 
Stay in self-isolation 

for at least 10 days 

since the onset of 

symptoms and until at 

least 24 hours have 

passed with no fever 

(without fever-reducing 

medications) and with 

improvement in other 

symptoms. 
Individual tests 

positive 
Remain home (except 

to get medical care), 

monitor symptoms, 

notify the school, notify 

personal close contacts, 

school to notify the 

Local DPH, assist 

public health and the 

school in contact 

tracing efforts. 

 
Stay in self-isolation 

for at least 10 days 

since the onset of 

symptoms and until at 

least 24 hours have 

passed with no fever 

(without fever-reducing 

medications) and with 

improvement in other 

symptoms. 

Individual is not tested Stay in self isolation for 

at least 10 days since 

the onset of symptoms 

and until at least 24 

hours have passed with 

no fever (without fever- 

reducing medications) 
and with improvement 
in other symptoms. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Event Location of Event Testing Results Isolation/Quarantine 

Individual does not 

have COVID-19 

symptoms BUT had 

close contact to 

someone diagnosed 

with COVID-19 

If at home: stay home, 
notify the school 
immediately (do not wait 

until the beginning of the 

next school day), and get 

tested. 

 
If at school: students 

should remain masked, 

adhere to strict physical 

distancing, be assessed by 

the school nurse, be 

picked up to go home, 

consult a health care 

provider, and get tested. 

Students who do not have 

symptoms may remain in 

the health room until they 

are picked up, they do not 

have to be sent to the 

isolation room. They 

must not be sent home on 

the bus. 

 
If at school: staff 

members should remain 

masked, adhere to strict 

distancing, immediately 

contact COVID 

Liaison, go home, consult 

a healthcare provider, and 

get tested. 

Individual tests 

negative 
Remain in 
self-quarantine for 10 
days from last exposure 

to the person diagnosed 

with COVID-19. 

Individual tests 

positive 
Remain home (except 

to get medical care), 

monitor symptoms, 

notify the school, school 

to contact local 

DPH, assist public health 

and the school in contact 

tracing efforts. 

 
Stay home until 10 days 

have passed since date 

of the positive COVID-

19 test. 

Individual is not tested Remain home in 
Self-quarantine for 10 

days from the last 

exposure to the person 

diagnosed with COVID-

19. Continue daily 

symptom monitoring for 

an additional 4 days 

(Days 11-14).  If any 

symptoms develop, 

immediately self-isolate 

and contact the local 

Public Health 

Department and 

healthcare provider. 

 

Increase attentiveness to 

mitigating actions. 

 


